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House of Burgess: Black Lives Matter in 
Kokomo 


August marks 1 year since Ferguson 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


August marks one year since most Americans learned of the existence 
of Ferguson, Missouri. Since the Aug. 9, 2014, shooting of unarmed 
black teenager Michael Brown by white Police Officer Darren Wilson, 


the more some things change, the more others stay the same. 


As I wrote in my March 11 column, “Ferguson, Missouri, could be 


anywhere,” the results of the long-awaited Department of Justice 


report on the city revealed a systematic targeting of black residents 
meant to keep the municipality’s coffers filled through gratuitous fines 


and fees. 


“The report noted that there were more than 16,000 people (residents 
and nonresidents alike) with outstanding arrest warrants as of the end 
of last year, equivalent to around 75 percent of the town’s 
population,” reported Blake Ellis and Melanie Hicken of CNNMoney 
Aug. 6. “But in the wake of the DOJ report, CNNMoney found that 
Ferguson is still at it. The city has issued more than 2,300 new arrest 
warrants so far this year and thousands of older warrants continue to 
haunt people — even as neighboring municipalities are wiping out old 


tickets or warrants entirely.” 


All the while, the desecration of the First Amendment has proceeded 
unabated. According to a running tally by the Freedom of the Press 
Foundation, two dozen journalists have been arrested in Ferguson for 


the crime of doing their jobs. 


As I wrote in my Aug. 20, 2014, column, “First Amendment assault in 
Ferguson,” the first two of these incarcerated reporters, Wesley 
Lowery of The Washington Post and Ryan Reilly of The Huffington 
Post, were arrested while charging their phones and using the WiFi 


Aug. 13, 2014, at McDonald’s. 


“Lowery learned [Aug. 10] that prosecutors are charging him with one 
count of trespassing and one count of interfering with a police 
officer,” reported Jonathan Peters of the Columbia Journalism Review 
on Thursday. “He received a summons ordering him to appear in a St. 
Louis County court later this month. And Reilly? He was issued a 
summons on the same charges, all filed just days before the one-year 


statute of limitations would run out.” 


Another journalist arrested last year was recently charged just before 


the same deadline. 


“CTV’s Los Angeles Bureau Chief Tom Walters is facing a charge of 
interfering with a police officer, nearly a year after he was arrested 
while covering protests in Ferguson, Missouri,” reported CTV Aug. 11. 
“Walters was detained on Aug. 20, 2014, after trying to ask Missouri 
Highway Patrol Capt. Ron Johnson a question. His arrest was 
captured on video. Walters was released after about eight-and-a-half 
hours without being charged. But he recently received a summons to 
appear in a St. Louis court later this month on a charge of interfering 


with a police officer in performance of his duty.” 


This is the seventh column I’ve written about Ferguson. It would be 
easy to feel beaten down, but I was lucky enough to attend a Black 


Lives Matter vigil Friday night in Studebaker Park in Kokomo. The 


sight of the likes of Mayor Greg Goodnight and Kokomo Police Chief 
Rob Baker standing shoulder-to-shoulder with a diverse crowd in 
solidarity was heartening. Before the start, I had the opportunity to 


interview the event’s bright, young organizer, Nicole Lindsey. 


“I think that Ferguson definitely was a wake-up call to everyone,” she 
said. “I think that that kind of put a fire under the rear ends of a lot of 


people and opened their eyes to this movement.” 


While some seem to bristle at “Black Lives Matter,” Lindsey said the 


words were meant to represent inclusion, not supremacy. 


“All lives do matter,” she said. “I never said that they didn’t. ... But 
right now in this country we’re at a time when black lives are under 
attack, and if all lives mattered we wouldn’t have to be screaming, 


‘Black Lives Matter,’ in the first place.” 


Simple gestures carry more weight than we might realize at the time. 
Affirming someone else’s humanity doesn’t diminish your own. I’m not 
afraid to say it, and neither should you be: Black Lives Matter. 

Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765- 
454-8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter 
at twitter.com/robaburg. 


